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Article “ ‘Equality of Races’ Is the 
Slogan of Negro 
Convention at Harper's 
Ferry,” Associated Press, 
printed in Charleston 
Gazette, August 18, 1906 

“Harpers Ferry, W. Va., Aug. 17. - The second annual meeting of the 
Niagara Movement, an organization of negroes, whose purpose is to 
promote equality of the races, today co[n]tinued its sessio[n]s at Storr 
[sic] college, the feature of the proceedings being the tribute to the 
memory of John brown, and the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the battle of Ossawattomie.” [From the article] 

http://www.wvculture.org/history/ 
africanamericans/niagaramovement0
2.html 

Article “The Political Work of 
Leisure: Class, Recreation, 
and African American 
Commemoration at 
Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, 1881-1931,” by 
Andrew Kahrl, 2008  

“Abstract: 
The latter decades of the nineteenth century witnessed the rise of 
historic sites as vacation and excursion destinations. Places such as 
Gettysburg and Mount Vernon, as other scholars have shown, 
welcomed steady streams of visitors throughout the summer months. At 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, African Americans similarly sought to 
fashion their own recreational and commemorative destination befitting 
a ‘rising race.’ Wealthy African Americans from nearby Baltimore and 
Washington purchased summer cottages in the sleepy village where 
John Brown waged his heroic assault on slavery. Excursion parties 
boarded the Baltimore & Ohio railroad to visit the famed federal armory 
where Brown made his last stand and picnic along the Potomac and 
Shenandoah rivers' shore. Storer College, an African American Normal 
School founded after the war, welcomed summer boarders to its 
dormitories.” [From the article] 

Journal of Social History, 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/jsh/abstracts.p
hp? volume=42&issue=1 
 
[limited copies available at Steam at 
Harper’s Ferry] 

Book “The Making of Harpers 
Ferry National Historic 
Park: A Devil, Two Rivers, 
and a Dream,” by Teresa 
S. Moyer and Paul A. 
Shackel, 2007. 

“Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is most widely known today for 
the attempted slave revolt led by John Brown in 1859, the nucleus for 
the interpretation of the current national park. Here, Moyer and Shackel 
tell the behind-the-scenes story of how this event was chosen and 
preserved for commemoration, providing lessons for federal, state, local 
and non-profit organizations who continually struggle over the dilemma 
about which past to present to the public. Professional and non-

Teresa S. Moyer, Paul A. Shackel. The 
Making of Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park: A Devil, Two Rivers, 
and a Dream. Lanham: Altamira 
Press, 2007. 

http://www.wvculture.org/history/%20africanamericans/
http://www.wvculture.org/history/%20africanamericans/
http://marquette.academia.edu/AndrewKahrl/Papers/1235438/The_Political_Work_of_Leisure_Class_Recreation_and_African_American_Commemoration_at_Harpers_Ferry_West_Virginia_1881-1931
http://marquette.academia.edu/AndrewKahrl/Papers/1235438/The_Political_Work_of_Leisure_Class_Recreation_and_African_American_Commemoration_at_Harpers_Ferry_West_Virginia_1881-1931
http://marquette.academia.edu/AndrewKahrl/Papers/1235438/The_Political_Work_of_Leisure_Class_Recreation_and_African_American_Commemoration_at_Harpers_Ferry_West_Virginia_1881-1931
http://marquette.academia.edu/AndrewKahrl/Papers/1235438/The_Political_Work_of_Leisure_Class_Recreation_and_African_American_Commemoration_at_Harpers_Ferry_West_Virginia_1881-1931
http://marquette.academia.edu/AndrewKahrl/Papers/1235438/The_Political_Work_of_Leisure_Class_Recreation_and_African_American_Commemoration_at_Harpers_Ferry_West_Virginia_1881-1931
http://marquette.academia.edu/AndrewKahrl/Papers/1235438/The_Political_Work_of_Leisure_Class_Recreation_and_African_American_Commemoration_at_Harpers_Ferry_West_Virginia_1881-1931
http://chnm.gmu.edu/jsh/abstracts.php
http://chnm.gmu.edu/jsh/abstracts.php
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0759110662
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0759110662
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0759110662
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0759110662
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professional audiences alike will benefit from their important insights 
into how federal agencies interpret the past, and in turn shape public 
memory.” [From Amazon.com] 

Book “A Slave Girl’s Story,” by 
Kate Drumgoold, 1898 

One of the most well-known female slave narratives written in 1898. 
““Mr. Lovett has built a hill-top house in a lovely place. It is filled in the 
Summer time, while he has music for the boarders. That makes it 
pleasant during the warm weather of the Summer months, and it is one 
of the loveliest places that can be found on the B. & O. Railroad, and the 
white people go their (sic) from all parts.” [From the book] 

University of North Carolina, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/ 
drumgoold/summary.html 

Book “Echoes from a Pioneer 
Life,” by Jared Maurice 
Arter, 1922 

Contemporary and fellow graduate of Thomas Lovett. “Rev. Jared 
Maurice Arter, Ph.D., D.D., now (1921) pastor of the Curtis Free Baptist 
Church of Harper's Ferry was born in Jefferson County, W. Va., on 
January 27, 1850. So it will be seen that he was a boy eleven years of 
age at the outbreak of the war and a youth of fifteen at the close of the 
great struggle.” [From http://www.wvculture.org/ 
hiStory/histamne/arter.html] 

University of North Carolina, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/arter/ 
illustr.html 

Dissertation “Storer College: A Hope 
for Redemption in the 
Shadow of Slavery, 1865 
– 1955,” by Dawn Raines 
Burke, date of defense 
April 14, 2004 

“ABSTRACT  
This historical study investigated the genesis, unfolding, contributions, 
and demise issues associated with the institution of Storer College. The 
primary goal was to produce an institutional narrative of Storer College 
that acknowledged the depth and dimension of its 90-year history, and 
recognized its three utmost administrators: the Doctors Brackett, 
McDonald, and McKinney.” [From the website] 

Virginia Tech, 
http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/avail
able/etd-04252004-173337/ 

Internet Storer College image 
collection 

“This exhibit consists of scanned photos from the archives of Storer 
College preserved in the West Virginia University Libraries West Virginia 
and Regional History Collection. Reverse sides of the photos with 
signatures or text are also included.” [From the website] 

West Virginia University, 
http://www.libraries.wvu.edu/exhibit
s/storer/ 

Internet “An address by Frederick 
Douglass, at the 
fourteenth anniversary of 
Storer College, Harper's 
Ferry, West Virginia, May 
30, 1881.”  
Published 1881 by 
Morning Star job printing 
house in Dover, N. H .  

“In substance, this address, now for the first time published, was 
prepared several years ago, and has been delivered in many parts of the 
North. Its publication now in pamphlet form is due to its delivery at 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., on Decoration day, 1881, and to the fact that the 
proceeds from the sale of it are to be used toward the endowment of a 
John Brown Professorship in Storer College, Harper's Ferry—an 
institution mainly devoted to the education of colored youth.” [From the 
reproduction held at the Library of Congress] 

Internet Archive under the Title;  
Library of Congress (www.loc.gov) 
call number E451 .D73. Pamphlet 
part of the Daniel Murray collection. 

Internet Herald Mail search Several articles may be found at the Herald Mail website. http://articles.herald-

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/
http://www.wvculture.org/
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/arter/
http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/available/etd-04252004-173337/
http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/available/etd-04252004-173337/
http://openlibrary.org/publishers/Morning_Star_job_printing_house
http://openlibrary.org/publishers/Morning_Star_job_printing_house
http://openlibrary.org/search/subjects?q=Dover,%20N.%20H
http://www.loc.gov/
http://articles.herald-mail.com/keyword/storer-college
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 mail.com/keyword/storer-college 

Internet History of Jefferson 
County 

“The raid by John Brown to free the slaves served as a catalyst for the 
Civil War. Five of Brown's raiders were African-American men who 
supported his ideals. They were Lewis Leery, John Copeland, Shields 
Green, Dangerfield Newby, and Osborne Anderson. Ironically the first 
man killed in the raid, Heyward Shepherd, and the first raider killed, 
Dangerfield Newby, were both free African-American men.” [From the 
website] 

West Virginia Eastern Gateway, 
http://www.wveasterngateway.com/
african-american-history.php 

Photos Niagara Movement 
Centenary Photos 
Harpers Ferry August 18-
20, 2006 

Participant photos. Allies for Freedom, 
http://www.alliesforfreedom.org/ 
Community_Event_Photos.html 

Speech “Speech at Harpers Ferry: 
The Niagara Movement,” 
by W.E.B. Du Bois, August 
16, 1906 

“The men of the Niagara Movement coming from the toil of the year's 
hard work and pausing a moment from the earning of their daily bread 
turn toward the nation and again ask in the name of ten million the 
privilege of a hearing.” [Excerpt from speech] 

The Patriot Post,   
http://patriotpost.us/documents/211 

 

General Research 

1. Harpers Ferry National Historic Park library, Harpers Ferry, WV  

http://www.nps.gov/hafe/index.htm 

2. Library of Congress 

http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/collections.html 

3. Spirit of Jefferson (historical) 

http://www.smalltownpapers.com/newspapers/newspaper.php?id=354 

4. West Virginia Division of Culture and History 

http://www.wvculture.org/history/archivesindex.aspx 

Prepared by and Compliments of 
Steam at Harper’s Ferry  

www.steamatharpersferry.com 
2012 
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